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COAR is an international association that brings together individual 
repositories and repository networks in order to build capacity, align 
policies and practices, and act as a global voice for the repository 
community.

● Over 150 members and partners
● All 5 continents



Why interoperability?

To develop services on top of the distributed repository 
network, repositories need to adopt a set of common 
technologies, protocols and behaviours.



What value added services?



How to be interoperable?
Metadata: Adopt metadata guidelines (e.g. LIBSENSE Africa, OpenAIRE, 
RIOXX, Datacite - for data repos)

Vocabularies: Use controlled vocabularies: e.g COAR resource type, 
access rights, and version type

COAR Next Generation Repositories Recommendations: 19 protocols 
and technologies for repositories to develop new functionalities

https://spaces.wacren.net/pages/viewpage.action?pageId=4587538
https://guidelines.openaire.eu/en/latest/literature/index.html
https://rioxx.net/
https://schema.datacite.org/
http://ngr.coar-repositories.org/




Communities are the “social” glue for interoperability!

Local - meeting in person with local colleagues to share challenges and 
solutions

National - defining a shared agenda for repositories in the country to drive 
adoption of common practices

Platform - supporting technical expertise and software developments 

International - promoting common “behaviours” across all repositories to 
support value added services



Thanks 
And happy OA week!


