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DSpace Request Copy Add-on Documentation

 

What is the DSpace Request Copy Add-on?

It was recently suggested by Stevan Harnad that we develop a "request eprint by email" feature for DSpace, similar to one that has recently been implemented in GNU Eprints for deposits whose full-text access privileges are set to Restricted Access (RA) rather than Open Access (OA), in order to tide over any RA period with facilitated email access. The Request Copy Add-on is this feature developed by Minho University Documentation Services, initially for DSpace 1.3.2 and now also available for DSpace 1.4.
The purpose of this feature is to increase both the content deposited in Institutional Repositories (IRs) and its immediate usability by providing a way to accommodate the (frequently unfounded) worries of authors and their institutions about copyright infringement during any publisher embargo periods on public self-archiving, by creating a semi-automated mechanism whereby would-be users can request and authors can email an individual copy of a full-text deposited with access set as RA.
This feature will be very important for advancing OA if universities and other research institutions adopt the Generic Model for an Open-Access Self-Archiving Mandate (http://openaccess.eprints.org/index.php?/archives/71-guid.html). In this model, depositing immediately (upon acceptance for publication) is mandatory whereas setting deposit immediately to OA is merely encourages, leaving the decision up to the author.
This is how the “Request Copy” feature works:

1- In all non-OA items (we consider non-OA all DSpace items/files that have access different from Anonymous) there is a link to a “Request a Copy to the author” Form, activated in the View/Open link and also on the “Restricted Access/Request-a-copy” logo that we added at the side.

2- The requester must enter his/her email address and name, and may add a comment, and press a “Request-a-copy” button.

3 – An email is sent to the depositor (either one of the authors, or their designee). The text of the mail is configurable (in our case we made an express statement to forward the mail to the author(s) if the depositor is not author). The email message contains a token. 

4 – Using that token, the author may reply, by just clicking in one of the two buttons available: “Send Copy”, “Don’t send copy”.

5 – After choosing the Send/Don’t send reply, the author is presented with one of the two message models (also configurable and editable) for the reply. Finally, the author must hit the Send button, and the message (including the file(s) if the author chose the Send option) is sent to the requester.

6 – At the end of the process the author is presented with the option to change the access to Open Access. The author must enter his/her name and email address and hitting a button “Change to Open Access”. If the author chose to change the access to Open Access, a message is sent to the repository administrator(s) that must manually change the access level. 

Important Notes:

1 – We have called the functionality “Request Copy”, but in the code this add-on is always referred as “requestItem” 

2 – The buttons used in this add-on can be configurable and renamed (eg., Request Eprint, Email Eprint, etc.).

Internationalisation

Language changes can easily be made by editing the Messages.properties files. 



  

Installation Guide


Before you begin

This plug-in was tested with DSpace version 1.4. We can't make any assumptions on whether it will work on future versions of DSpace. If you are running a DSpace 1.3.2 instalation you can use the previous version of the this Add-on also available in DSpace Wiki.
This guide does not provide info on how to install DSpace. We assume you already have a running instance of DSpace. It doesn’t matter if you are running a customised version of DSpace because the installation steps do not automatically change the source code.

For installation instructions on how to install DSpace, please refer to http://www.dspace.org/technology/system-docs/

This add-on is distributed as source-code therefore it must be appended to the DSpace sources (not to the deployed version). DSpace must be rebuilt and redeployed using the standard DSpace ant script (i.e. ant update).
This add-on is constituted by the followings files:
…/jsp/requestItem/request-form.jsp
…/jsp/requestItem/request-information.jsp

…/jsp/requestItem/request-letter.jsp

…/jsp/requestItem/request-send.jsp
…/jsp/requestItem/response-send.jsp
…/jsp/image/lock.gif

…/src/pt/uminho/sdum/dspace/requestItem/servlet/RequestItemServlet.java

…/src/pt/uminho/sdum/dspace/requestItem/util/InputStreamDataSource.java

…/src/pt/uminho/sdum/dspace/requestItem/util/ReqEmail.java

…/src/pt/uminho/sdum/dspace/requestItem/util/RequestItemManager.java

…/config/emails/requestItem.aprove
…/config/emails/requestItem.author

…/config/emails/requestItem.reject

…/Messages.properties
…/schema.sql

Setting some environment variables to ease installation

During this guide we will use the variables $DSPACE_SRC and $DSPACE_BIN to identify the directories where DSpace sources and DSpace binaries (installation directory) live, respectively.

We recommend setting the following environment variables by running the shell commands:

$DSPACE_SRC=/tmp/dspace-1.3.2-source    

   (the place where you keep you DSpace sources)

$DSPACE_BIN=/dspace 

   (this is the DSpace default installation directory)

$ADDON_SRC=/tmp/requestItem-addon-src

   (the place where you unpacked the plug-in)

Step 1: Installing the source code

Copy the add-on source files and java server pages to the appropriate DSpace directories.
Please note that your existing classes will not be overwritten or changed.


$ cd $ADDON_SRC


$ cp jsp $DSPACE_SRC -R


$ cp src $DSPACE_SRC –R

$ cp config $DSPACE_BIN –R

Note: This step will replace flowing classes in your installation:

org.dspace.app.webui.servlet.BitstreamServlet
org.dspace.app.webui.jsptag.ItemTag
Step 2: Register the add-on servlets

Edit DSpace web.xml file and register the add-on servlets.
The web.xml can be found in 

   $DSPACE_SRC/jsp/WEB-INF/web.xml 

   $DSPACE_SRC/etc/dspace-web.xml 

Add the following lines to the appropriate sections:

  <!-- Servlets -->

  <servlet>

        <servlet-name>request-item</servlet-name>

        <description>Request an Item</description>

        <servlet-class>pt.uminho.sdum.dspace.requestItem.servlet.RequestItemServlet</servlet-class>

  </servlet>
  <!-- Servlet Mappings -->

  <servlet-mapping>

        <servlet-name>request-item</servlet-name>

        <url-pattern>/request-item</url-pattern>

  </servlet-mapping>
Step 3: Add new keys on the Message.properties
To support Multilanguage, add the keys on the $ADDON_SRC/Message.properties to Message.properties of your installation ($DSPACE_SRC/config/language-packs/Message.properties). 
Step 4: Apply sql to database
Open the file schema.sql and apply the sql. This will create a new table and sequence.
Step 5: Rebuild and deploy the changed source code

Rebuild and update DSpace.
Please note after deploying a new version of DSpace it is best to restart Tomcat server so that cached data can be updated.


$ cd $DSPACE_SRC


$ ant update


And that’s all!
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