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5. Data enhancement 

 

5.1 Adding new data 
 

Where additional data useful to identify a person/organisation or to disambiguate 

identities has been found during the course of research, this can be added to the 

appropriate record on ISNI. 

  

Example  

 

A full name Ho, Wing Sze Vanessa has been found for the identity Ho, W. S by the 

ISNI Quality Team.  

The name can be added to the record, along with the source and any relevant citations 

to justify the information found. To edit the record select the UPDATE function above 

the search bar. 

The record will display as follows: 
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Manually insert the appropriate MARC fields by clicking anywhere on the record with the 

mouse and hitting return. A space will appear in the record for text to be inserted1. 

 

 

 

The following form of name has been manually inserted into the record as a 700 

personal name heading2: 

 

700 1#$aHo, Wing Sze Vanessa$2ISNI 

 

Additional forms of name have been inserted as 400 personal name see references:  

 

400 1#$aHo, Vanessa$2ISNI 

400 1#$aHo, W-S Vanessa$2ISNI 

 

Note that the $2 source code is added at the end of each manually inserted field. 

  

                                                           
1 Note that MARC fields do not have to be inserted into the record in any particular 

order. WinIBW sorts the fields into the correct order once the ENTER command has 

been selected. For a list of MARC fields see Appendix 1  
2 When adding a single form of name this will need to be a 7XX main heading. Where 

there are multiple forms of name, select one as the 7XX and the remaining name forms 

as 4XX references. Any form of name found can be established as the main heading or 

reference as ISNI is not seeking to establish unique name access points 
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5.1.1 Justifying new data – adding public/non-public notes 
 

Where data has been added to the record, it must be justified with relevant citations.  

In the following example two external information found notes have been added to 

the record to justify the additional forms of name found. 

 

 

 

For further information on ISNI source notes, see: 

 

 667 – General non-public note, only displaying in member and 

administrative view – 5.2.1 

 668 – General public note – 5.2.2 

 670 – External information found (e.g. websites, bibliographic reference 

works, etc.) – non-public note, only displaying in member and 

administrative view – 5.2.3 

 671 - External information found (e.g. websites, bibliographic reference 

works, etc.) – public note – 5.2.4 
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5.1.2 006 verification field 
 

An 006 verification field is added manually to all records where data enhancement 

and/or correction has taken place.3   

 

All data enhancement is classed as data corrected for the purposes of the verification 

field.  

 

5.1.3 Adding data source 
 

Where new data is added to the record there will need to be a corresponding main name 

heading added for the same source.4 

Example 

In the following record the title “Alaskan summer” has been added by the ISNI Quality 

Team following an enduser request. 

    

                                                           
3 For further details about the 006 verification field, see 7.2.1 and Appendix 1 
4 700/710 MARC21 (028C/029C PICA). Note that this rule does not apply when adding a 

public external information found note. These notes can be added without the need 

for a corresponding main name entry. For further information on public external 

information found notes, see 5.2.4.   
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If a main name is not added with the same source as the new title the following error 

message will occur: 

 

 

     

 The error message states that the source code ISNI is contained in the 910, 921 and 

943 MARC21 fields but is not found in any main heading (700/710). 

To correct the error, a main heading will need to be added to match the source of the 

new data. 
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5.2 Public and non-public note fields 
 

Where new data has been added to an existing record, it is best practice to justify with 

appropriate citations. 

There are 4 potential note fields on ISNI5: 

 667 – General non-public note, only displaying in member and 

administrative view 

 668 – General public note 

 670 – External information found (e.g. websites, bibliographic reference 

works, etc.) – non-public note, only displaying in member and 

administrative view 

 671 - External information found (e.g. websites, bibliographic reference 

works, etc.) – public note 

 

5.2.1 667 non-public note 
 

Non-public notes can be added by ISNI members and the Quality Team to explain editing 

actions. They are also generated via user queries on the ISNI public database. 

Examples 

In the following record editing actions have been recorded by the ISNI Quality Team in 

the 667 note. 

 

                                                           
5 For further information on the note fields and their relevant MARC21/PICA codings, see 

Appendix 1   
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667 ##$aMultiple identities in ISNI: 0000000374046004 (VIAF ID: 1994854) - 

now deleted. Ted Beckham (full name: David Edward Alan Beckham) is the 

father of David Beckham (full name: David Robert Joseph Beckham), born 

1975. For David Beckham, see ISNI: 0000000114523898)$f2015-11-24 

12:00:00$gr$2ISNI  

  

$a subfield:  Multiple identities in ISNI: 0000000374046004 (VIAF ID: 1994854) - now 

deleted. Ted Beckham (full name: David Edward Alan Beckham) is the father of David 

Beckham (full name: David Robert Joseph Beckham), born 1975. For David Beckham, 

see ISNI: 0000000114523898) – Note explaining editing work carried out on the 

record 

$f subfield:  2015-11-24 12:00:00 – the date/time the note was added to the 

record6 

$g subfield: r – “reviewed” status added by source7  

$2 subfield: ISNI – source of note 

 

In the following record a non-public note has been generated via a user query on the 

ISNI public database. 

  

                                                           
6 Note that the $f subfield is inserted automatically on saving the record. It is not added 

by the Quality Team.  
7 “Reviewed” status ($gr) is added to all note fields on ISNI - 667, 668, 670, 671. The $g 

subfield is manually inserted before the $u subfield, where present. If there is no $u 

subfield the $g subfield is added before the $2. 
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667 ##$aFull list of titles: Arm of the Stone, The Awakened City, The Bleu 

Passion Burning Land, The Color Song Garden of the Stone, The Guardian of the 

Hills Hořící Země: Cesta Áratova - kniha první Lady of Rhuddesmere, The 

Passion Blue Verdensstenen Worldstone$evictoria@victoriastrauss.com$f2014-

02-10 19:20:14$gr$2ENDUSER 

$a subfield:  Full list of titles: Arm of the Stone, The Awakened City, The Bleu Passion 

Burning Land, The Color Song Garden of the Stone, The Guardian of the Hills Hořící 

Země: Cesta Áratova - kniha první Lady of Rhuddesmere, The Passion Blue 

Verdensstenen Worldstone – Note from enduser 

$e subfield: victoria@victoriastrauss.com - enduser contact email 

$f subfield:  2014-02-10 19:20:14 – the date/time the note was added to the 

record8 

$g subfield: r – “reviewed” status added by source9  

$2 subfield: ENDUSER – source of the query  

 

  

5.2.2 668 public note 
 

General public notes can be added to provide additional information not found in 

bibliographic sources or websites.    

Example 

In the following record an enduser has expressed a preference to be known as “F.J. 

Bergmann” as opposed to “Frances Jean Bergmann”. 

  

  

                                                           
8 Note that the $f subfield is inserted automatically on saving the record. It is not added 

by the Quality Team.  
9 “Reviewed” status ($gr) is added to all note fields on ISNI - 667, 668, 670, 671. The $g 

subfield is manually inserted before the $u subfield, where present. If there is no $u 

subfield the $g subfield is added before the $2. 

 

mailto:victoria@victoriastrauss.com


10 
 

 

 

This preference has been recorded by the ISNI Quality Team in a public note. 

668 ##$aAuthor wishes to be known as F.J. Bergmann$f2014-04-11 

11:10:01$gr$2ISNI  

$a subfield: Author wishes to be known as F.J. Bergmann – the public note  

$f subfield:  2014-04-11 11:10:01 – the date/time the note was added to the 

record10 

$g subfield: r – “reviewed” status added by source11  

$2 subfield: ISNI – source of note 

 
  

                                                           
10 Note that the $f subfield is inserted automatically on saving the record. It is not added 

by the Quality Team.  
11 “Reviewed” status ($gr) is added to all note fields on ISNI - 667, 668, 670, 671. The 

$g subfield is manually inserted before the $u subfield, where present. If there is no $u 

subfield the $g subfield is added before the $2. 
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5.2.3 670 external information found - non-public note 
 

670 non-public notes are usually generated via enduser queries on the ISNI public 

database12. 

Endusers may include web links with their queries to provide additional information.   

 

Example 

 

The following record contains a 670 field added by the enduser: 

 

 

  

                                                           
12 ISNI Members and QT should routinely make external information fields public to 

ensure the information is accessible on the public database – see 5.2.4 for adding public 

external information found notes 
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$b subfield:  Author website: http://www.victoriastrauss.com/ - weblink from 

enduser 

$f subfield:  2014-02-10 19:20:14 – the date/time the note was added to the 

record13 

$g subfield: r – “reviewed” status added by source14  

$u subfield:  http://www.victoriastrauss.com/ - weblink from enduser 

$e subfield: victoria@victoriastrauss.com - enduser contact email 

$2 subfield: ENDUSER – source of the query  

 

5.2.4 671 External information found - public note 
 

671 notes are used to record and publically display any external information found, 

including bibliographic sources and websites. 

Examples 

In the following record a public external information found note has been added by the 

ISNI Quality Team to record an enduser’s personal website and biographical data. 

 

 

                                                           
13 Note that the $f subfield is inserted automatically on saving the record. It is not added 

by the Quality Team.  
14 “Reviewed” status ($gr) is added to all note fields on ISNI - 667, 668, 670, 671. The 

$g subfield is manually inserted before the $u subfield, where present. If there is no $u 

subfield the $g subfield is added before the $2. 
 

http://www.victoriastrauss.com/
http://www.victoriastrauss.com/
mailto:victoria@victoriastrauss.com
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671 ##$aVictoriastrauss.com website, viewed 11 February 2014$b(born in 

Exeter, New Hampshire, now living in Amherst, Massachusetts, site contains a 

full list of publications)$f2014-02-11 

14:50:58$gr$uhttp://www.victoriastrauss.com$2ISNI 

 

$a subfield: Victoriastrauss.com website, viewed 11 February 2014 – website/date 

viewed  

$b subfield:  (born in Exeter, New Hampshire, now living in Amherst, Massachusetts, 

site contains a full list of publications) – a summary of biographical data found on 

the website  

$f subfield:  2014-02-11 14:50:58 – the date/time the web links were added to 

the record15    

$g subfield: r – “reviewed” status added by source16  

$u subfield: http://www.victoriastrauss.com - weblink 

$2 subfield: ISNI – source of note 

 

In the following example two 671 public notes were added by the ISNI Quality Team. 

The second 671 note refers to a website. However, the first public note field is a 

bibliographic citation which provides additional information not found on the internet. 

 

  

                                                           
15 Note that the $f subfield is inserted automatically on saving the record. It is not added 

by the Quality Team.  
16 “Reviewed” status ($gr) is added to all note fields on ISNI - 667, 668, 670, 671. The 

$g subfield is manually inserted before the $u subfield, where present. If there is no $u 

subfield the $g subfield is added before the $2. 

 

http://www.victoriastrauss.com/
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671 ##$aBus stopping, c2008:$bt.p. (Stephen Black) verso t.p. (b. Toledo, 

Ohio; studied photography in Rochester, NY; author of Agaricus blazei murill 

mushroom & Voices of pieces collage book project)$f2013-11-20 

12:46:39$gr$2ISNI 

 

$a subfield: Bus stopping, c2008 – title/date of bibliographic work  

$b subfield:  t.p. (Stephen Black) verso t.p. (b. Toledo, Ohio; studied photography in 

Rochester, NY; author of Agaricus blazei murill mushroom & Voices of pieces collage 

book project) – a summary of biographical data found  

$f subfield:  2013-11-20 12:46:39 – the date/time the note was added to the 

record17    

$g subfield: r – “reviewed” status added by source18  

$2 subfield: ISNI – source of note 

  

                                                           
17 Note that the $f subfield is inserted automatically on saving the record. It is not added 

by the Quality Team.  
18 “Reviewed” status ($gr) is added to all note fields on ISNI - 667, 668, 670, 671. The 

$g subfield is manually inserted before the $u subfield, where present. If there is no $u 

subfield the $g subfield is added before the $2. 
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5.3 Adding other identifiers 
 

Additional identifiers may be added to an ISNI record. These identifiers include:  

 ORCID (Open Researcher and Contributor ID) - a subset of ISNI uniquely 

identifying scientific and other academic authors with a 16-digit identifier 

(http://orcid.org/) 

 ResearcherID - assigns unique identifiers to researchers 

(www.researcherid.com) 

 

 Scopus – a bibliographic database containing abstracts and citations for 

academic journal articles  (http://www.elsevier.com/online-tools/scopus) 

 

5.3.1 Other identifier field  
 

Identifiers are added using the other identifier field on ISNI – 090 MARC21, 006Z 

PICA. 

Example 

In the following record an other identifier field has been added with the ORCID 

identifier 0000 0001 7488 247. 

 

 

 

Note that the other identifier field (090 MARC21) contains the following subfields: 

$b subfield: ORCID – the name of the identifier 

$a subfield: 0000-0001-7488-2470 – the 16-digit ORCID identifier  

$2 subfield: ISNI - source of data 

  

http://orcid.org/
http://www.researcherid.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bibliographic_database
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abstract_(summary)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Citation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Academic_journal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Article_(publishing)
http://www.elsevier.com/online-tools/scopus
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Example 

In the following record, ORCID, Scopus and ResearcherID identifiers have been added 

using other identifier fields. 

 

 

 

Note that there are separate other identifier fields for each identifier.  

 

5.3.2 Other identifier weblinks  
 

Weblinks for other identifiers can be added to other identifier fields and as public 

external information found notes19. 

 

 ORCID weblinks are added to other identifier fields only. A public 

external information found note is not required for ORCID as ISNI 

automatically creates a direct weblink using the other identifier field – 

5.3.2.1 
 Weblinks for all other identifiers apart from ORCID require a public 

external information found note, as well as adding to the other identifier 

field. An automatic link is only created to ORCID and not to other 

identifiers – 5.3.2.2 

 

  

                                                           
19 For further information about public external information found notes, see 5.2.4  
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5.3.2.1 ORCID weblinks 

 

ORCID weblinks are added to the other identifier field using the $u subfield. 

 

Example 

 

 

Note that the other identifier field (090 MARC21) contains 4 subfields: 

$b subfield: ORCID – the name of the identifier 

$a subfield: 0000-0003-0183-3904 – the 16-digit ORCID identifier 

$u subfield: http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0183-3904 - ORCID weblink  

$2 subfield: ISNI - source of data 

 

ISNI converts the $u subfield to a direct link to ORCID in the public view. 

  

 

  

http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0183-3904
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5.3.2.2 Weblinks for other identifiers 

 

Weblinks for all other identifiers apart from ORCID require a public external 

information found note, as well as being added to the other identifier field.  

 

Example 

 

A ResearcherID weblink has been added to the following record in the other identifier 

field.  

An external public information found note has also been added in order to display 

the ResearcherID weblink in the ISNI public view.   
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The ResearcherID weblink is displayed in the notes field in the public view: 

 

   

 

5.4 Deleting ISNI records 
 

There are normally 2 scenarios where an ISNI record would be deleted: 

 Endusers can request the cancellation/deletion of their ISNI. We would 

delete the data in accordance with the ISNI data policy - Upon request from the 

data subject, ISNI will delete the personal data, without undue delay, and 

notify each data subject of its deletion, unless this proves impossible or 

involves a disproportionate effort.20  

 Two or more records from the same data source exist with the same 

identifier21  

 

  

                                                           
20 For the full ISNI data policy, see: http://www.isni.org/content/isni-data-policy 

  
21 Note that where records exist by the same data source with different identifiers, this 

duplication would be resolved by merging – see Chapter 4  

http://www.isni.org/content/isni-data-policy
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Example    

There are two SCHU records for the identity Flatau, Paul with the same identifier in the 

035 field – ISNI: 0000 0003 7228 7672 and 0000 0003 7228 7702.  

 

 

 

 

Retain the record with richer data. If the records are identical, select the record with the 

lowest ISNI for deletion. 

In this example, the data in both records is identical so the lowest ISNI will be retained – 

0000 0003 7228 7672.   

To delete the record select DELETE above the search bar (note that there is no need to 

select UPDATE first). 
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The record will appear on a new screen with a final option to delete. Select DELETE 

again.  

Note that the deletion will only occur if this second delete option is selected. 
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Once the deletion is complete the following display will appear: 

 

 

To exit this display, select the back blue arrow key on the toolbar to return to any 

previous search results (see 2.9.4) or begin a new search using the search bar (see 2.2) 

or the search form (see 2.4.1). 

An 097 field will need to be added to the retained record with the deprecated ISNI of the 

deleted record22.  

  

                                                           
22 For guidance on the 097 field, see 4.1.6.2 and Appendix 1 
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The source will also need to be notified of the duplication. For notifying VIAF data 

sources, see 8.3.3. For non-VIAF source notifications using the 977 field, see 8.2.1.2. 

In the following example, a 977 notification field has been added to the source SCHU. 

 

    

The field contains the following data: 

 

 $t subfield: dataError – a report of the problem 

 $2 subfield: SCHU – the data source requiring notification 

 $b subfield: 2012-10-11 17:00:06 - the date and time the notification was 

added to the record 

 $z subfield: Two Scholar Universe records with the identifier 

SCHU$0F0BCD82FCE47B01D00DA4430AC20F716 - the note to the source 

highlighting the nature of the problem 

   

Note that when deleting assigned records following a user request, there will 

be no retained record. All data would be removed from ISNI in accordance with 

the data policy. Any data sources on the record would need to be notified. For 

notifying VIAF data sources, see 8.3.3. For non-VIAF source notifications, OCLC 

should be contacted.    
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5.5 Suppressing ISNI data   
 

Endusers can request the suppression of their personal data on ISNI, e.g. dates of birth 

or an unused forename.  

In these cases the personal data should be deleted from the ISNI record, as requested 

by the enduser23. A non-public note should be added to the record to explain the editing 

work carried out and clarify which data has been removed24. 

Example 

 

An enduser has requested their date of birth be removed from the ISNI database. The 

date was removed by the ISNI Quality Team from the 700 and 970 field. 

A non-public note has been added by the ISNI Quality Team to highlight the removal of 

the date of birth and clarify why this work had been carried out. 

 

    

 

 

  

                                                           
23 For the ISNI data policy, see the following link: http://www.isni.org/content/isni-data-

policy 
24 For further details about non-public notes on ISNI see 5.2.1 

http://www.isni.org/content/isni-data-policy
http://www.isni.org/content/isni-data-policy
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5.5.1 Adding the Protect field 
 

Where data has been removed or changed, it is advisable to manually add a protect field 

to prevent the corrected record from being overwritten by future updates25.  

Example 

A date of birth has been removed from the record below, following a user request. An 

009 protect field has been added to prevent the date of birth returning to the record in 

future updates. 

 

 

 

The 009 protect field includes the following data26: 

 
$2 subfield: VIAF – prevents updates from that source to the ISNI record 

 

$b subfield: 2014-10-10 12:00:04 – the date the protect field was added (added 

automatically by ISNI) 

 

$c subfield: Pauline – agency adding the protect field (e.g. HARV, BNF, PCC, NTA, 

etc.)27   

  

                                                           
25 VIAF updates to ISNI are currently suspended. However, they may resume in the 

future. Protect fields can also be manually added to prevent updates from non-VIAF 

sources. However, we would not routinely seek to prevent updates from non-VIAF data 

sources.  
26 For further details about the 009 Protect Field, see Appendix 1 – 009 field 
27 Note that for ISNIQT, the generic term ISNI can be added instead of the name of the 

individual cataloguer 
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5.6 Diacritics 
 

Diacritics can be manually added to ISNI data.  

 

Example 

The title Au café, dialogues sur le socialisme anarchique needs to be added to the 

record for the identity Enrico Malatesta.  

 

Select UPDATE, followed by CTRL+D. A list of diacritics appears at the top of the 

editing screen.  
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The diacritic can be added using the list at the top of the screen.     

To use the list place the cursor after the letter requiring the diacritic. Select the 

appropriate diacritic from the list and single-click with the mouse. The diacritic will then 

be inserted in the correct position.  

 

 

 

To remove the list of diacritics from the top of the screen select CTRL+D again. 

Alternatively, to view diacritics select VIEW and SPECIAL CHARACTERS from the list.  

 

Example 

 

 

 

Selecting SPECIAL CHARACTERS will display the list of diacritics at the top of the 

screen. Follow the same procedure as above to insert diacritics into the record.  

To remove the list of diacritics go to VIEW and de-select SPECIAL CHARACTERS from 

the list.   
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5.7 Suspect records 
 

Records with a suspect ISNI status are not displayed on the public database. These 

records were formerly assigned but an error was identified and the status changed to 

suspect. 

Where a suspect record is found, the status can be manually changed back to assigned 

if there are no errors or once any appropriate editing work has been carried out.  

Example  

The following record for Bradshaw, David has an ISNI status of suspect: 

 

 

 

Suspect records may include a 667 non-public note highlighting why the record was 

removed from the public database, e.g.:  

 

667 $aisni_csf_date_anomalies::Inconsistent 032A date '1955-10-27' and 032B 

date '195.'$f2012-07-30 21:48:32 

 

This 667 note is highlighting anomalies in the data. The decade of the person’s activity 

(1950’s) is the same as their date of birth (1955)28. 

                                                           
28 Note that the 667 is using PICA coding, as opposed to MARC21. For a full listing of 

MARC21 and PICA codings, see Appendix 1   
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A programme was run on the ISNI database in 2012 to highlight potential anomalies in 

regard to dates. The ISNI status was changed on records containing anomalies from 

assigned to suspect.  

In these cases, if it is clear that the record represents a single identity the ISNI status 

can be manually changed back to assigned.  

 

 

 

A $g subfield will need to be added to the 667 note to show that the record has been 

reviewed and the work is complete.29 

 

 

 

Select ENTER. The ISNI status has now changed to assigned and the record is viewable 

on the public database.   

  

                                                           
29 For guidance on the $g subfield, see 5.2.1 
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5.8 Upgrading provisional status records to assigned 
 

Provisional status records can be manually upgraded on WinIBW to assigned30. 

 

Example 

The identity David Earl Hart has a provisional status ISNI – 0000 0000 4768 0016 

   

 

To manually upgrade the ISNI status, select UPDATE31.  

Amend the 003 $a subfield to assigned and delete the $b subfield32. 

 

 

  

                                                           
30 Check for potential duplicate records before amending the ISNI status. It duplicates 

are found, it is advisable to use merge rather than manually changing the ISNI status of 

one record   
31 Note that the ISNI assignment criteria (1.5.1) does not apply when manually 

upgrading provisional status records. If the identity is unique, the status can be changed 

to assigned regardless of the number of data sources on the record 
32 For guidance on the 003 field see Appendix 1  
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Select ENTER to save the changes. The new ISNI status is now complete and the record 

will display immediately on the public database. 

 

    

 


