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9. Pseudonyms and changes of name 

 

9.1 Pseudonyms policy 
 

If a party1 has more than one public identity, then each separate identity will be 

assigned an ISNI. 

Example 

Ruth Rendell wrote a series of novels under her pseudonym Barbara Vine.  

An ISNI is assigned for the identity Ruth Rendell, with a link to the separate record for 

the pseudonym Barbara Vine. 

 

i) Ruth Rendell – ISNI: 0000 0001 2149 1740  

 

  

  

                                                           
1 For a definition of party, see 1.2 
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i) Barbara Vine – ISNI: 0000 0003 6864 7620 

 

 

 

9.2 Editing pseudonyms 
 

Pseudonyms have been recorded inconsistently on the ISNI database due to the different 

practices of ISNI data sources. Some sources have recorded pseudonyms as separately 

linked identities while others have recorded them as variant/alternative names with a 

code (string of characters) such as pseud.   

To resolve these cases, the following editing tasks may be necessary2: 

 Separate records are required for each public identity 

 Name variants and/or main names may need to be converted to 950 

related names 

 Links are required between pseudonyms and real names    

  

                                                           
2 Pseudonyms would normally only be edited following an enduser request   
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Example 1 

Kingsley Amis used the pseudonyms Robert Markham and William Tanner as well 

as writing under his real name. 

There are separate records on ISNI for each public identity. 

i) Kingsley Amis – ISNI: 0000 0004 4892 4173 

 

 

 

Note that the record for Kingsley Amis also includes 4XX references to the pseudonym 

Robert Markham.    
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ii) Robert Markham – ISNI: 0000 0001 0787 3128 

  

Note that the record for Robert Markham also includes 4XX references and 7XX main 

names to the real name Kingsley Amis.    

 

 iii) William Tanner – ISNI: 0000 0000 4289 6002 

 

 

Workflow 

 Kingsley Amis – ISNI: 0000 0004 4892 4173 - Convert 4XX references for 

Robert Markham to 950 fields 

 Robert Markham – ISNI: 0000 0001 0787 3128 – Convert 4XX references 

and 7XX main names for Kingsley Amis to 950 fields 

 Establish links with Kingsley Amis and the records for the two 

pseudonyms, Robert Markham and William Tanner 

 

Note that titles should only be amended where they can be clearly attributed to 

a specific public identity. The purpose of ISNI is to create a unique identifier for 

each public identity and not to provide a complete bibliography. 
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 Kingsley Amis – ISNI: 0000 0004 4892 4173 - Convert 4XX references for 

Robert Markham to 950 fields 

Select UPDATE. Convert the 4XX fields for the pseudonym Robert Markham to 950. 

 

 

Select ENTER. The 950 fields will automatically move to their correct place in the ISNI 

record.  

 

 

 

 Robert Markham – ISNI: 0000 0001 0787 3128 – Convert 4XX references 

and 7XX main names for Kingsley Amis to 950 fields 

 Select UPDATE. Convert the 4XX fields for Kingsley Amis to 950. 

 

 

 

There are 3 7XX fields for Kingsley Amis – VIAF NLI, BNE and NKC.  
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Each source also has a 4XX field for Robert Markham.  

 

Convert the 7XX fields to 950. However, the $0 subfield with the source identifier 

will need to be transferred to the 4XX field.  

The 4XX field (with the added identifier) is then converted to a 700 field3.  

 

 

Select ENTER. The 950 and new 7XX fields will automatically move to their correct place 

in the ISNI record. 

 

  

  

                                                           
3 Note that if there is no equivalent 4XX field for the source, a new 7XX field can be 

created for the same source. Transfer the $0 source identifier to the new 7XX and 

convert the existing 7XX field to 950.    
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No source notification is required in these cases. The changes only affect the ISNI 

database. 

However, where VIAF data is changed an 009 protect field will need to be added to 

prevent the record from being overwritten in the future4.    

 

 Establish links with Kingsley Amis and the records for the two 

pseudonyms, Robert Markham and William Tanner 

 

Once the 7XX and 4XX fields have been corrected links can be established between each 

record. 

In this example, the record for Kingsley Amis will link to the two pseudonyms, Robert 

Markham and William Tanner.  

Robert Markham and William Tanner will each contain a link to the pseudonym 

Kingsley Amis. 

 

i) Kingsley Amis – ISNI: 0000 0004 4892 4173 

 

ii) Robert Markham – ISNI: 0000 0001 0787 3128 

 

iii) William Tanner – ISNI: 0000 0000 4289 6002 

 

 

Note that where the pseudonym and real name are known, pseud and real name can 

be used in the 950 link. Where the pseudonym and/or real name is unknown or 

uncertain, other identity, same person would be used instead5.  

The source code in the $2 subfield would be for the agency creating the links, e.g. ISNI, 

HARV, PCC, etc. A corresponding 7XX is also required in the record for the same source 

code. 

  

                                                           
4 For guidance on the 009 protect field, see 5.5.1 
5 For a full list of personal name relationship types, see Appendix 1 – 950 field. 
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Example 2 

Martin Drápela has used the pseudonym Tenn B. Wunnay as well as writing under his 

real name. 

 

There are separate records on ISNI for each public identity. 

 

i) Martin Drápela – ISNI: 0000 0000 5641 1483 

 

 

 
ii) Tenn B. Wunnay – ISNI: 0000 0004 6426 4419 

 

 

 
In this example, separate records are established for both public identities so no 

additional record is required. There are no 4XX variants or 7XX main names which 

require conversion to the 950 field. 
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However, links will need to be added between the records.   

i) Martin Drápela – ISNI: 0000 0000 5641 1483 

 

 

ii) Tenn B. Wunnay – ISNI: 0000 0004 6426 4419 

 

 

 

Note that where the pseudonym and real name are known, pseud and real name can 

be used in the 950 link. Where the pseudonym and/or real name is unknown or 

uncertain, other identity, same person would be used instead6.  

The source code in the $2 subfield would be for the agency creating the links, e.g. ISNI, 

HARV, PCC, etc. A corresponding 7XX is also required in the record for the same source 

code. 

A 668 general public note7 or 671 external information found note8 may be added 

to justify pseudonym/real name links in the absence of any other supporting evidence, 

e.g. bibliographic citations, weblinks, etc.  

  

                                                           
6 For a full list of personal name relationship types, see Appendix 1 – 950 field. 
7 For guidance on the 668 note, see 5.2.2 
8 For guidance on the 671 note, see 5.2.4 
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9.3 Real names not used in authorship 
 

Real names not used in authorship or any creative works are not considered as public 

identities and would not be assigned an ISNI.  

Example 

 

The rock musician Joe Strummer was born John Graham Mellor. The real name was 

never used publically.  

A single ISNI is assigned to this identity (0000 0000 5939 296X) covering both the 

pseudonym and unused real name.  
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Note that in cases of unused real names, there is no requirement for the 7XX to 

represent a particular form of name. The names are displayed alphabetically on 

the ISNI public database without distinction of main/variant name. 
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9.4 OCLC’s “ISNI Pseudonym Suite” 
 

In 2011 a programme was implemented on the ISNI database to detect pseudonyms and 

separate records for alternative identities where found9.  The pseudonyms “fix” 

programme (known as the “ISNI Pseudonym Suite”) has been run periodically on ISNI 

since that date10.  

The fix programme detects pseudonyms by checking for codes such as pseud, 

vergelicht or wirkl.name (real name). The other method of detection is to find 

records that include names coded as both name variants and also either as main names 

or related names. Records identified by the fix programme as pseudonyms are split and 

separate linked records established for each public identity. 

 

Example 

Ruth Rendell wrote a series of novels under her pseudonym Barbara Vine. The 

pseudonym was identified by the fix programme and split from the record for Ruth 

Rendell.    

i) Barbara Vine – ISNI: 0000 0003 6864 7620 

                                                           
9 For further information on the pseudonyms “fix” programme and the recommendations 

adopted in 2011, see Appendix 4  
10 The Pseudonym Suite was last run on ISNI in 2015 
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ii) Ruth Rendell – ISNI: 0000 0001 2149 1740  

 

 

Note that the application of the pseudonyms fix programme can be identified by the 

presence of 977 split fields with the text multiple preferred names? and (affiliated 

personal name) cross reference added.  

Some of the 7XX, 4XX and 950 fields will also have $2ISNI$0 as the source which 

denotes that the data has been automatically split by the fix programme.    

 

9.4.1 Re-merging incorrectly split records 
 

Records may be incorrectly split by the pseudonyms fix programme.  

A common example of incorrectly split records are unused real names. Separate records 

are established for a form of name not used in authorship. In these cases, the records 

will need to be re-merged and data relating to the pseudonyms fix programme will need 

to be removed.  

Example 
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Separate records were incorrectly created by the pseudonyms fix programme for Lady 

Gaga (ISNI: 0000 0001 2025 4559) and her unused real name Stefani Joanne 

Angelina Germanotta (ISNI: 0000 0003 6154 854X).  
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Workflow 

 Re-merge any incorrectly split records 

 Remove all incorrect 950 links in the newly merged record  

 Incorrect data in the 977 field is not public so can be retained in the 

record 

 

Stefani Joanne Angelina Germanotta (ISNI: 0000 0003 6154 854X) is re-merged 

with Lady Gaga (ISNI: 0000 0001 2025 4559). The retained ISNI is 0000 0001 

2025 4559. 
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Note that in cases of unused real names, there is no requirement for the 7XX to 

represent a particular form of name. The names are displayed alphabetically on 

the ISNI public database without distinction of main/variant name. 

 

 

 

 

 Remove all incorrect 950 links in the newly merged record  

The pseudonyms fix programme automatically creates 950 see also links for any split 

record. These links are retained when the records are re-merged so will need to be 

manually deleted once the merge is complete. 
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9.5 Change of name 
 

Where a party11 (other than one using a pseudonym or pseudonyms) has changed their 

name, a single ISNI will be assigned to all the different forms of name. 

Examples of name changes include married/maiden names and religious names.   

 

Example 1 

Molly Dunigan is the married name of Martha Clark. Molly Dunigan has authored 

works under a combination of both her married and maiden names: 

 Molly Dunigan 

 Martha Clark Dunigan 

 Martha K. Clark  

A single ISNI is assigned to this identity (0000 0001 0249 4858) covering all the 

different forms of name. 

 

 

  

                                                           
11 For a definition of party, see 1.2 
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Note that in cases of change of name, there is no requirement for the 7XX to 

represent a particular form of name. The names are displayed alphabetically on 

the ISNI public database without distinction of main/variant name. 
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Example 2 

Thomas Merton was given the name Father Louis as a Trappist Monk at the Abbey of 

Gethsemani, Kentucky.   

A single ISNI is assigned to this identity (0000 0001 2133 4008) covering both the 

real name and the religious name. 

 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Abbey_of_Our_Lady_of_Gethsemani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Abbey_of_Our_Lady_of_Gethsemani
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kentucky
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Note that in cases of change of name, there is no requirement for the 7XX to 

represent a particular form of name. The names are displayed alphabetically on 

the ISNI public database without distinction of main/variant name. 
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9.6 Gender reassignment 
 

A single ISNI is assigned to cases of gender reassignment.  

 

Example 

 

Lili Elbe was born as a male with the name Einar Mogens Wegener before undergoing 

gender reassignment surgery and taking her current name. 

A single ISNI is assigned (0000 0001 2307 9717) covering both the earlier (male) and 

the later (female) identity.  

 

 

Where a 375 gender field exists, this should be amended to reflect the current gender. If 

a 375 field is not present then there is no need to create one12.    

                                                           
12 For more information about the 375 field see Appendix 1 
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Note that in cases of gender reassignment, there is no requirement for the 7XX 

to represent a particular form of name. The names are displayed alphabetically 

on the ISNI public database without distinction of main/variant name. 

 

 

 


