2017-05-03 - API Spec Meeting
Time/Place
Time: 2:30pm Eastern Time US
Dial-in Number: (712) 775-7035
Participant Code: 479307#
International numbers: Conference Call Information
Web Access: https://www.freeconferencecallhd.com/wp-content/themes/responsive/flashphone/flash-phone.php

Attendees
Andrew Woods - regrets
Esmé Cowles (facilitator)
Daniel Lamb
(notetaker)
Simeon Warner
Benjamin Armintor

Agenda
1. Logistics:
a. Benjamin Armintor should accept invitation to https://github.com/orgs/fcrepo/teams/editors
b. Benjamin Armintor should accept invitation to slack channel
2. Summary of involved issues
a. Esmé Cowles: https://github.com/fcrepo/fcrepo-specification/issues/81
i. ...
b. Benjamin Armintor: External Content
i. ...
3. Low-hanging issues to be resolved quickly
4. Refine workflow process
5. ...

Minutes
Esme created a Github label to draw attention to the External Content problem.
Daniel Lamb brought up 'Redirect Content' as a potential solution for Islandora, although a smart client would be required to provide Authorization headers
as the redirect responses are followed. Bypassing the 'Redirect Content' altogether and simply providing public URIs to binaries while never creating
LDPNRs would not suffice, as it would prevent API-X from being utilized.
During the discussion of External Content, Simeon brought to light that we may be creating different classes of content that have different behaviours, and
that's not the easiest to specify. For example, external content could be downloaded immediately and then ingested into the system. It could not be
downloaded and just referenced when needed, with Fedora acting as a proxy. For example, we've just required that checksums MUST be provided on a
HEAD request, but that could be potentially very expensive for an implementation whose content is stored externally on S3. So how do we, from an API
point of view, clarify between different types of 'External Content', if at all. In particular, if we do, then are we truly creating LDPNRs? We may be trying to
have our cake and eat it too.
Ben Armintor would like to use the Content-Location header instead of message/external-body in a Content-Type header. It may be useful for people to
look at the difference between the two.
Esme Cowles made a proposal at the end of the meeting and is writing it up. It will be published at https://github.com/fcrepo/fcrepo-specification/wiki
/External-Content .

